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GREETINGS  FROM  BERKHAMSTED,  ENGLAND 


Gayles, 

Berkhamsted, 
Herts,  England. 

On  behalf  of  the  members  of  this  Association  I  send 
their  cordial  greetings  to  the  people  of  Barkhamsted, 
Conn.,  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebration  of  their  town’s 
one  hundred  and  fiftieth  birthday. 

Berkhamsted,  with  its  ten  centuries  of  authentic 
history,  welcomes  the  opportunity  of  congratulating  its 
daughter  across  the  Atlantic  on  her  prosperity  and 
success. 

We,  in  old  Berkhamsted,  Old  England,  are  happy 
to  know  that  young  Barkhamsted,  New  England, 
remembers  from  whence  she  is  sprung ;  and  we  rejoice 
with  her  in  our  common  Birthrights  of  Freedom  and 
Liberty;  in  our  common  tongue,  and  in  the  glorious 
traditions  of  which  we  are  the  common  heirs. 

Gordon  Jack, 

Chairman  Berkhamsted  Citizens’  Association. 


August  20th,  1929. 


BARKHAMSTED  CENTENNIAL  ASSOCIATION 


Rev.  Warren  E.  Wheeler . President 

Henry  C.  Gidman . Secretary  and  Treasurer 


COMMITTEES  FOR  THE  SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 


HONORARY  MEMBERS  OF  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  S.  Esther  Andrews . Winsted,  Conn. 

Mr.  Trescott  Barnes . Riverton,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Birden . Barkhamsted,  Conn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dwight  S.  Case  ....  Winsted,  Conn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Hira  Case  .  .  Barkhamsted,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Frances  Beecher  Cleveland  .  .  .  Winsted,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Amena  Collins . Southington,  Conn. 

Mr.  Wallace  Dowd . New  Hartford,  Conn. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Ellis . Barkhamsted,  Conn. 

Mr.  Monroe  Hart . Barkhamsted,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Amanda  Stannard  Hart  ....  Winsted,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Henry  P.  Lane . Pleasant  Valley,  Conn. 

Mr.  Albert  E.  Merrill  ....  Los  Angeles,  California 

Mr.  Heman  Merrills . East  Granby,  Conn. 

Mr.  Orlo  S.  Rexford . Winsted,  Conn. 

Mrs.  Susan  Ruic . West  Hartland,  Conn. 

Mr,  Timothy  Tiffany . Winsted,  Conn. 

Mr.  Burton  Tiffany  .  .  Barkhamsted,  Conn. 
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COMMITTEES 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE : 

Lyman  P.  Case,  Chairman 
Orville  H.  Ripley,  Secretary 
Luther  M.  Case 
Frank  J.  Church 
C.  Albert  Honold 
Charles  H.  LeGeyt 
Dwight  B.  Tiffany 

PROGRAM  COMMITTEE : 

W.  J.  Day,  Chairman 
Lawrence  Roberts,  Secretary 
Harry  C  hatfield 
Russell  Church 
Chester  Hart 
Edward  C.  Johnson 
Edward  P.  Jones 
Allan  Langdon 
W.  V.  Welker 
Rev.  W.  F.  Wilson 

ENTERTAINMENT  COMMITTEE; 

Mrs.  C.  H.  LeGeyt,  Chairman 

*  .. 

Mrs.  Helen  Raley,  Secretary 
Mrs.  Fonrose  Bushnell 
Mrs.  Luther  M.  Case 
Mrs.  F.  J.  Church  ^ 

Mrs.  Leon  Coe 
Mrs.  Carl  Fallen 
Mrs.  Walter  L.  Frazier 
Miss  Georgia  A.  Hart 
Mrs.  C.  A.  Honold 
Mrs.  Walter  Manchester 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Merritt 
Mrs.  George  Ransom 

INVITATION  COMMITTEE  : 

Miss  Ethel  J.  Tiffany,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Harry  Chatfield,  Secretary 
Mrs.  Ellen  Birden 
Miss  Velda  Honold 
Mrs.  Charles  N.  LeGeyt 
Mrs.  Charles  Rowley 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE : 


Charles  H.  LeGeyt,  Chairman 

Walter  L.  Frazier,  Secretary  and  Treasurer 

Frank  D.  Case 

Leon  A.  Coe 

ADVERTISING  AND  PUBLICITY  COMMITTEE : 

Harold  S.  Case,  Chairman 
Ralph  V.  Tiffany,  Secretary 
Mrs.  Delos  IIart 
Alcott  Rowley 


DECORATIONS  AND  GROUNDS  COMMITTEE : 

John  W.  Wright,  Chairman 
Harry  Chateield,  Secretary 
Marshall  E.  Case  ' — 

Roscoe  Case 

Penrose  Cawl  _ . 

W.  P.  Cawl 
Russell  Church  _ 

Mrs.  Lorenzo  Ransom 
Lorenzo  Ransom 
Aaron  Teeter 
Mrs.  Hubert  Wright 


EXHIBIT  OF  ANTIQUES: 


/ 


Frank  D.  Case,  Chairman 
Charles  S.  Corbitt,  Secretary 
Mrs.  Roscoe  Case 


/ 


Mrs.  Leon  Coe 
Miss  Georgia  IIart 
Charles  King 
Mrs.  Walter  Manchester 
Walter  Manchester 
C.  S.  Roberts  * 


RECEPTION  COMMITTEE : 

Mrs.  John  W.  Wright,  Chairman 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Day,  Secretary 
Mrs.  Louis  Boettner 
Mrs.  C.  T.  Norton  j  ' 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Roberts 
Charles  Rowley 
Aaron  Teeter 


PROGRAM 


Master  of  Ceremonies . Orville  H.  Ripley 


10  O’Clock 

PROCESSIONAL  .  Children  of  the  Barkhamsted  Schools 

MUSIC . Central  School  Band,  Winsted 

INVOCATION . Rev.  Warren  E.  Wheeler 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME  ....  Edward  P.  Jones 
MUSIC . Band 

POEM — ORIGINAL . Miss  Laura  LeGevt 

«/ 

ADDRESS . Rev.  Irving  Berg,  D.  D. 

WAR  PERIODS  .  .  .  .  '  .  With  Appropriate  Songs 


1775  Yankee  Doodle 
1812  Star  Spangled  Banner 
1861  Battle  Cry  of  Freedom 
1918  Over  There 

BENEDICTION  .  Rev.  Wilbur  F.  Wilson,  Pleasant  Valley 


COLLATION 

MUSIC . Band 

POEM . Elisha  W.  Jones 

HISTORICAL  ADDRESS . Elliott  B.  Bronson 

WINSTED  ROTARY  CLUB  GIRLS’  BUGLE  AND  DRUM 
CORPS 

ADDRESS  .  .  .  Lieutenant-Governor  Ernest  E.  Rogers 

ADDRESS  .  .  .  Secretary  of  State  William  L.  Higgins 

ADDRESS . George  B.  Utley 

MUSIC . Band 

MISCELLANEOUS  ADDRESSES 
AMERICA 
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THE  ENGLISH  BERKHAMSTED 

By  Percy  C.  Birtchnell,  Berkhamsted,  England 

Few  towns  dig  so  deeply  into  the  roots  of  English  history 
as  Berkhamsted — the  ancient  Hertfordshire  town,  some  26  miles 
northwest  of  London — from  which  Barkhamsted  derives  its 
name.  That  it  was  inhabited  at  the  time  of  the  Roman  conquest 
is  proved  by  the  coins  of  that  period  which  have  been  dug  up 
in  the  town  from  time  to  time ;  and  antiquarians  have  stated 
that  Berkhamsted  was  a  home  of  Offa,  the  great  Saxon  king. 

Berkhamsted  made  its  first  important  debut  in  history  in 
1066 — a  memorable  year  for  England,  as,  indeed,  it  was  for 
the  whole  world.  When  William  the  Conqueror  made  his  his¬ 
toric  march  across  England,  it  was  at  Berkhamsted  Castle 
where  he  halted  to  receive  the  crown  from  the  remaining  Saxon 
noblemen.  William  afterwards  returned  to  Berkhamsted  on  a 
number  of  occasions,  and  the  castle  became  a  regular  residence  of 
several  successive  monarchs. 

Berkhamsted  has  many  buildings  and  places  of  interest 
which  prove  her  fame  in  years  gone  by.  In  the  heart  of  the 
town  there  is  one  of  the  largest  parish  churches  in  England — 
a  structure  as  sturdy  as  it  was  when  it  was  built  in  1222.  This 
building,  incidentally,  was  used  as  a  hospital  by  Cromwell  dur¬ 
ing  the  English  Civil  War.  Two  or  three  hundred  yards  from 
the  church  there  are  the  ruins  of  the  mighty  castle,  with  its 
deep  moats  and  imposing  earthworks.  And  dotted  here  and 
there,  in  many  an  odd  corner  of  the  town,  you  will  find  mellow 
old  timbered  houses  that  have  seen  three  or  four  centuries  pass 
by — buildings  that  belong  to  rural  England  and  have  no  counter¬ 
part  elsewhere  in  the  world. 

And  celebrities?  Berkhamsted  was  the  birthplace  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Cowper,  the  poet;  the  Black  Prince  resided  in  the  castle 
between  his  sallies  with  the  Crusaders;  and  Queen  Elizabeth 
spent  many  months  of  her  early  life  at  Ashridge,  a  monastery, 
just  outside  the  town. 

Thus,  briefly,  is  the  old  Berkhamsted — a  town  of  ten  cen¬ 
turies  of  authentic  history.  Who  knows  but  that  new  Bark¬ 
hamsted — when,  perhaps,  old  Berkhamsted  is  dead — will  enjoy 
a  similar  life  of  historical  importance? 
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Old  Meeting  House  in  1784 


Erected  on  Site  now  Occupied  by  Soldiers’  Monument 
As  the  founders  of  Barkhamsted  were  of  the  old  Puritan 
stock,  it  is  fitting  that  a  brief  description  of  the  first  meeting 
house  be  given,  as  in  those  early  days  the  whole  life  of  the 
community  was  centered  around  it. 

The  church,  using  the  common  term  of  today,  was  built  in 
1784.  It  was  forty  by  fifty  feet  with  twenty-four-foot  posts 
and  a  high  sloping  roof,  as  shown  in  the  above  picture.  The 
timbers  were  of  massive  white  oak.  According  to  old  records, 
there  were  twenty  thousand  shingles  used,  all  of  which,  including 
the  clapboards,  were  cut  from  an  immense  pine  tree  standing 
where  the  soldiers’  monument  now  stands. 

The  old  pulpit  was  directly  over  what  is  now  the  grave  of 
James  Tiffany.  This  building  was  used  until  about  1862.  The 
old  building  was  eventually  sold  to  the  Greenwoods  Company 
of  New  Hartford,  and  some  of  the  timbers  were  used  in  their 
buildings  at  the  west  end  of  the  reservoir. 

The  house  now  occupied  by  Charles  Simons  was  built  for 
the  pastor  of  the  church  about  1820.  Between  this  house  and 
the  residence  of  Henry  Gidman  stood  a  “  Sabbath  Day  House” 
which  was  built  in  1784.  It  was  used  many  years  by  those 
members  of  the  congregation  who  came  from  a  distance,  as  a 
place  to  stay  between  long  morning  and  equally  long  afternoon 
services.  The  large  stone  step  at  the  south  door  is  now  in  use 
at  Henry  Gidman ’s  home,  and  the  one  at  the  west  door  is  used 
by  Charles  H.  Simons.  Between  services  the  women  would  take 
their  foot  stoves  to  Squire  Merrill’s  Public  House,  now  Henry 
Gidman ’s,  to  get  fresh  coals. 
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REMINISCENCES 

By  Orlo  S.  Rexford 

Born  June  27,  1838,  who  lived  in  Barkhamsted  38  years  and 
in  his  present  house  in  Winsted  for  50  years. 

“The  new  Meeting  House,  as  it  was  called  then,  was  com¬ 
pleted  about  85  years  ago,  when  I  was  about  six  or  seven 
years  old. 

Religious  services  in  the  Old  Meeting  House  had  been  kept 
up  until  this  time.  I  think  I  am  the  only  person  living  who 
remembers  attending  service  there. 

There  was  a  forenoon  preaching  service  and  an  afternoon 
service  with  an  hour’s  intermission,  Sunday  School  during  the 
noon  hour.  I  remember  being  in  one  of  those  square  pews  with 
a  class  of  small  boys.  Orville  Howd,  a  relative  of  the  Center 
Hill  Howds,  was  our  teacher. 

I  remember,  too,  sitting  during  preaching  service  with  my 
father  in  a  pew  on  the  left  of  aisle  near  the  door.  I  do  not 
think  there  were  any  women  in  the  pew,  and  I  wonder  if  women 
did  not  occupy,  to  some  extent  at  least,  seats  by  themselves.  My 
grandfather,  John  Rexford,  walked  up  the  aisle  near  the  pulpit 
and  went  into  a  pew  on  the  right.  I  should  think  these  pews 
were  about  eight  feet  square  with  seats  on  all  four  sides. 

There  was  a  gallery  on  three  sides.  The  pulpit  was  narrow 
and  nearly  as  high  as  the  gallery,  and  reached  by  steep  winding 
stairs. 

At  this  time  my  father  belonged  to  the  Barkhamsted  Militia 
Company,  and  once  he  took  me  with  him  to  see  them  drill.  They 
met  then  just  in  front  of  the  Old  Meeting  House. 

Up  to  about  this  time  every  able-bodied  man  between  eighteen 
and  forty-five  years  w'as  enrolled  as  a  military  subject,  and  must 
do  duty  -when  called  on  or  pay  a  fine.  As  I  remember  it,  there 
was  not  much  of  military  glory  connected  with  this  company. 
Nothing  to  make  me  want  to  be  a  member  of  a  militia  company 
or  a  soldier.  Men  had  no  uniform,  and  I  don ’t  think  much  pride 
or  interest  in  what  they  were  doing.  Not  long  after  military 
training  came  to  an  end  in  Barkhamsted. 

The  first  militia  company  in  Barkhamsted  was  organized  a 
little  before  the  town  was  incorporated  and  Pelatiah  Allyn  was 
chosen  captain — he  was  the  first  white  settler  of  the  town. 
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Israel  Jones,  son  of  the  second  settler  of  the  town,  was  chosen 
lieutenant.  • 

I  am  not  sure  but  this  was  the  company  of  which  my  father 
was  a  member,  with  no  changes  except  new  officers  were  chosen 
occasionally  and  younger  men  took  the  places  of  those  who 
reached  the  age  limit. 

Captain  Allyn  was  my  mother’s  grandfather  and  both  he  and 
Lieutenant  Jones  were  prominent  in  town  affairs  as  long  as  they 
lived. 

For  some  reason  Barkhamsted  was  not  represented  in  the 
Legislature  until  seventeen  years  after  the  town  was  incorpo¬ 
rated,  and  was  first  represented  by  Israel  Jones  and  Pelatiah 
Allyn  at  the  October  session,  1796.  Two  sessions  were  held  each 
year,  October  and  May,  and  during  the  eighteen  years  that  fol¬ 
lowed  the  town  was  represented  by  Israel  Jones  seventeen  times, 
and  by  Pelatiah  Allyn  twenty-two  times. 

The  first  settler  of  the  town,  Pelatiah  Allyn,  had  but  one  son 
and  both  he  and  his  son  died  and  were  buried  in  Barkhamsted. 
All  his  other  descendants,  except  my  mother,  moved  to  Ohio  in 
1835  or  before.” 


FIFTY  YEARS  AGO 

For  the  Centennial,  held  September  10,  1879,  a  committee 
was  appointed  consisting  of  residents  of  Riverton,  Pleasant  Val¬ 
ley  and  Barkhamsted,  three  members  of  which  are  still  alive, 
all  of  whom  were  in  the  Barkhamsted  group. 

Mrs.  Samuel  H.  Case,  who  is  eighty-four  years  of  age,  lives 
with  her  husband  during  the  summer  in  their  old  home  on  Wash¬ 
ington  Hill.  Mr.  Case  is  ninety-one  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Dwight  S.  Case,  just  entering  her  eighty-sixth  year  lives 
in  Winsted.  Mr.  Case  is  eighty-six  and  a  double  cousin  of  Mr. 
Samuel  H.  Case. 

Mrs.  Abbie  Case  Pease,  lives  in  New  Hartford. 

Mrs.  Samuel  Case  has  written  a  few  of  the  things  she 
remembered : 

“I  wTell  recall  the  Centennial  celebration  of  this  town,  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1879,  when  the  many  sons  and  daughters  came  back 
to  renew  old  friendships  and  make  new  ones.  The  various 
committees  had  worked  hard  for  several  weeks  previous,  to  make 
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this  event- a  success..  A  platform  had  been  erected  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Center  Church  for  speakers  and  officials.  A  dining 
table  was  spread  on  the  lawn  for  their  use,  and  the  Town  Hall 
packed  with  food  for  visitors  and  townspeople.  There  were 
three  divisions  of  the  procession,  one  starting  from  Riverton,  one 
from  Pleasant  Valley  and  the  east  one  from  the  Hollow  store 
and  Frank  A.  Case  was  marshal.  There  were  fifty  mounted 
horsemen,  a  drupi  corps,  modern  horseback  riding  by  Miss  Hattie 
Howd  and  Henry  Wilcox,  primitive  riding  by  Clarence  Fitch 
with  Mrs.  Belle  Wilcox  on  pillion,  also  Robert  Vosburg  and  Miss 
Minnie  Peffers,  followed  by  a  two-horse  carriage  with  the  orator 
of  the  day,  Hon.  M.  E.  Merrill  of  Hartford,  an  ox  cart  gaily 
decorated  in  which  thirteen  ladies  representing  the  thirteen 
colonies  dressed  in  old  time  costumes.  Their  full  flowing  skirts, 
poke  bonnets,  muslin  kerchiefs,  bead  bags,  and  lace  mitts 
attracted  much  attention.  Others  drove  in  similar  costume. 
The  line  of  march  was  west,  past  the  schoolhouse,  church  and 
Town  Hall,  to  Center  Hill  road,  south  to  William  Tiffany’s,  east 
to  A.  Stewart’s,  and  back  to  Center  Church. 

“After  addresses  by  M.  E.  Merrill  aand  William  Wallace 
Lee,  poems  by  Mrs.  Chloe  Carter  Lee  and  Mrs.  Edwin  Jones, 
and  others,  dinner  was  served.  Speakers  and  officials  were 
seated  at  the  table.  For  the  others  a  line  was  formed  passing 
along  east  side  of  Town  Hall  and  from  the  windows  wooden 
plates,  piled  high  with  ham,  biscuit,  cakes,  doughnuts  and 
cheese  were  passed  out  until  it  was  estimated  that  three  thou¬ 
sand  people  were  fed,  free  of  charge,  and  many  basketsful  left. 
This  food  was  solicited  from  every  family  in  town,  and  all  gen¬ 
erously  responded.” 

Mrs.  Dwight  S.  Case,  writing  about  the  changes  time  has 
brought,  says : 

“I  spent  over  forty  years  of  my  early  life  in  Barkhamsted 
and  I  can  hardly  realize  that  forty  more  have  passed  since  I 
left,  but  I  shall  always  cherish  the  memories  of  past  associations 
with  our  old  neighbors  and  friends,  most  of  whom  are  gone. 

“While  Barkhamsted  may  have  lost  in  population  in  the  last 
fifty  years,  some  of  her  natural  resources  are  much  sought  after 
by  neighboring  cities.  The  pure  water  that  flows  through  the 
east  branch  of  the  Farmington  River  is  much  needed  by  Hart¬ 
ford  to  aid  its  water  supply,  and  the  State  is  buying  her  forests, 
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having  already  purchased  several  hundred  acres.  Although  she 
may  have  more  rocks  to  the  square  inch  than  many  towns  she 
has  been  able  to  send  forth  many  men  and  women  of  note :  Law¬ 
yers,  doctors,  merchants,  and  a  congressman.  Her  schools  must 
be  excellent  as  I  have  read  that  she  sends  more  children  to  the 
high  school  than  any  other  town  in  the  county  according  to  its 
population.  While  improvements  do  not  come  fast  she  has  many 
miles  of  state  roads  and  expects  more,  and  what  a  wonderful 
improvement  in  the  Center  Cemetery.  We  are  proud  of  the 
change.  ’  ’ 


PLEASANT  VALLEY  RECOLLECTIONS 

By  Mrs.  Henry  P.  Lane 

The  intervening  years  since  Barkhamsted ’s  Centennial  have 
brought  many  changes  to  Pleasant  Valley  and  not  all  of  these 
have  been  for  the  best.  Older  people  who  remember  the  bright, 
witty  sayings  of  Mrs.  Edward  Young,  Miss  Harriet  Atwell  and 
Miss  Agnes  Bowen,  will  wonder  why  I  was  asked  to  write  any¬ 
thing,  but  the  main  reason  seemed  to  be  because  I  was  old  enough 
to  recall  “the  days  of  yore”  and  have  watched  the  gradual 
changes  made  by  time  in  our  village. 

Pleasant  Valley  has  become  the  summer  home  for  many 
families,  as  all  business  has  disappeared.  Baker’s  sash  and  blind 
shop,  the  carriage  shop,  later  known  as  Roger’s  Rake  Shop,  Can¬ 
non’s  forge,  where  sleigh  shoes  were  made,  and  even  Tommy 
Doolittle’s  blacksmith  shop  have  gone,  and  the  buildings  housing 
them  have  been  razed  and  used  for  other  purposes.  The  Eggles¬ 
ton  paint  shop  is  still  in  use  at  times,  S.  J.  S.  Rogers  is  doing 
business  at  the  Corners,  and  we  have  a  new  store  and  post  office, 
so  there  is  evidence  that  the  Valley  is  not  on  the  down-grade. 
Nearly  every  family  has  an  automobile  to  transport  the  wage- 
earners  to  work,  and  most  of  the  homes  have  running  water 
and  electricity,  conveniences  unknown  to  most  of  us  at  the  time 
of  the  Centennial,  and  the  lawns  and  gardens  surrounding  our 
homes  are  trim  and  well-kept. 

The  late  Walter  Carter  of  Brooklyn,  gave  us  the  beautiful 
Riverside  Cemetery,  and  also  contributed  toward  improvement 
of  the  church  and  parsonage  and  removed  the  old  building 
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opposite  his  old  home  and  made  other  changes.  A  few  places 
are  still  retained  by  descendants  of  the  old  families — Marcus 
Bunnell ’s  by  his  grandson ,  Dr.  George  Utley,  librarian  of  New¬ 
berry  Library,  Chicago,  since  1920;  John  Howd’s  by  his  grand¬ 
daughter,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Rice  Post,  of  St.  Louis;  the  Jones’  place 
by  a  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Evaline  Street  of  New  Haven ;  all 
used  as  summer  homes,  and  the  Joseph  Eggleston  residence,  by 
his  grandson,  Howard  D.  Eggleston. 


RIVERTON  MEMORIES 

The  village  was  first  named  Hitchcocksville  in  honor  of  Lam¬ 
bert  Hitchcock,  a  leading  citizen  and  manufacturer  of  the 
famous  Hitchcock  chairs.  The  factory  was  built  in  1825  and  at 
present  is  the  home  of  the  Ralev  Rubber  Company.  In  1853 
the  manufacturing  of  the  chairs  was  discontinued  and  a  plane 
manufactory  was  carried  on  until  1864.  The  name  of  the  town 
was  changed  to  Riverton  in  1866. 

The  First  Congregational  Church  Society  was  organized 
April  19,  1842.  The  Church  was  built  the  following  year.  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  was  built  in  1829. 

One  of  the  early  taverns  is  the  Riverton  Inn,  which  is  over 
a  hundred  years  old.  It  was  the  headquarters  of  one  of  the 
stage  lines  and  the  old  stone  hitch ing-post  and  lamp-post  still 
stand  in  the  hotel  yard. 

Another  old  landmark  is  the  residence  of  Leon  A.  Coe,  built 
in  1828  by  Mr.  Coe’s  grandfather,  Captain  Reuben  Pinney.  It 
was  known  as  the  Pinney ’s  Hotel  and  was  headquarters  for  the 
stages  running  between  Hartford  and  Albany,  via  Riverton. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  Barkhamsted  Lighthouse  and 
the  following  will  explain  its  origin :  A  halfbreed  of  the  Nar- 
ragansett  Indian  tribe  from  Block  Island  married  a  white  woman 
in  Wethersfield.  They  settled  on  the  west  branch  of  the  Farm¬ 
ington  River,  about  half  way  between  Riverton  and  Pleasant 
Valley.  They  had  a  large  family  and  were  known  as  the  “Light¬ 
house  Tribe.”  Stage  drivers  leaving  Riverton  for  New  Hart¬ 
ford,  coming  in  sight  of  the  cabins  would  say,  “We  are  within 
four  miles  of  port,  there  is  the  lighthouse,”  and  the  mystery 
of  the  lighthouse  is  explained. 
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THE  FIRST  HOUSES 


Records  of  Correl  Tiffany 

Oscar  Tiffany  Place,  the  Oldest  House  in  Town 

In  1762  Simon  Baxter  conveyed  to  Thomas  Goss  of  Gran¬ 
ville;  lot  102  next  to  Ilartland  town  line.  Goss  built  the  house 
now  standing  in  1765.  Here  he  kept  a  tavern  for  many  years, 
it  being  on  the  road  from  the  iron  mines  in  Salisbury  to  Spring- 
field  where  much  of  the  ore  was  taken.  Much  traffic  passed 
that  way.  During  the  year  1784  Goss  became  insane  and  mur¬ 
dered  his  wife,  for  which  crime  he  was  hung  at  Litchfield. 
The  plea  of  insanity  did  not  count  in  those  days.  Early  in  1800 
Charles  Beach  owned  this  property.  In  1822  it  was  sold  to 
David  Reid  and  in  1825  he  sold  to  Daniel  Tiffany,  who  died 
here  in  1878  at  the  age  of  83,  and  his  wife  died  in  1830  at  the 
age  of  31.  The  place  descended  to  his  son,  Oscar,  and  daughter, 
Sarah,  and  was  sold  to  Theodore  Platovoet  in  1905.  This  is  the 
oldest  house  standing  in  town.  When  first  built  it  had  a  gambrel 
roof,  but  it  was  remodeled  by  Mr.  Tiffany,  who  added  the  second 
story  as  it  is  now. 


Howd  Place  on  Center  Hill 

In  1769  Aaron  Miller  of  Windsor  purchased  this  lot  on  which 
he  built  his  house  and  then  sold  to  William  Austin,  Jr.  The 
same  house  is  still  standing  and  in  fair  condition.  After  the 
death  of  the  Austins  the  place  was  bought  by  Salmon  Howd, 
Senior,  who  came  from  Southington.  Mr.  Howd  died  here  in 
1842  at  the  age  of  74.  His  wife,  Rhoda,  died  in  1835.  His 
second  wife,  Sarah  Rexford,  died  in  1872  at  the  age  of  88.  After 
Mr.  Howd’s  death  his  son,  Salmon,  came  into  possession.  He 
died  in  1873  at  the  age  of  64.  His  wife,  Maryette  Hayden,  died 
in  1884  at  the  age  of  75.  The  next  owner,  Elwyn  Howd,  son 
of  Salmon,  died  in  1913  at  the  age  of  68. 
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COPY  OF  COVENANT  MEMBERS  OF  BARKHAMSTED 
CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH,  1838 

Courtesy  of  Judge  C.  Albert  Honold 


vVidow  of  Deacon  Aaron  Allyn 

Widow  of  Alford,  Hitchcockville 

Wife  of  Nehemiah  Andrews 

Wife  of  Ralph  Andrews 

Wife  of  Lyman  Atwater 

Wife  of  Daniel  Burwell 

John  Burwell  and  His  Wife 

Whitman  Burwell  and  His  Wife 

Wife  of  Mark  Burwell 

Orrin  Burwell 

Joel  Bunnell  and  His  Wife 

Widow  Oliver  Case 

Ezra  Case  and  His  Wife 

Wife  of  Andrew  Case 

Wife  of  Carini  Case 

Newton  Case 

Hiram  Case 

Japhet  Case 

J.  Homer  Case  and  His  Wife 
Wife  of  John  Case 
Widow  Theresa  Case 
Wife  of  Sylvester  Case 
Lester  Case 

Joseph  Carter  and  His  Wife 
Wife  of  Evits  Carter 
Wife  of  Samuel  Church 
Wife  of  Jarvis  Frazier 
Wife  of  Enoch  Gains 
George  Gains  and  His  Wife 
Milton  Goodhue 

Rev.  W.  R.  Gould  and  His  Wife 

Mary  M.  C.  Gould 

Almena  Giddings  Balon 

J.  Hall  Hart  and  His  Wife 

Widow  Levi  Hart 

William  Hart 

Sarah  Hart 

Wife  of  Luke  Hayden 

Ursula  Hitchcock 

Salmon  Howd  and  His  Wife 

Agustus  Humphry  and  His  Wife 

Electa  Humphry 

Harriet  Humphry 

Chauncy  Ives  and  His  Wife 

Wife  of  Johnathan  Johnson 

Titus  Johnson  and  His  Wife 

Ralph  Johnson  and  His  Wife 

Widow  Mother  of  Orville  Jones 

Wife  of  Mr.  Loomis,  Hitchcockville 

George  Merrell  and  His  Wife 

Hannah  Merrell 


Widow  Lucy  Messenger 
Lucy  Fidelia  Messenger 
Martin  Moses  and  His  Wife 
Marcus  Moses 

Medad  Munson  and  His  Wife 

Wife  of  Chauncy  Munson 

Wife  of  Barnabas  Moses 

Rolin  Newell  and  His  Wife 

Wife  of  Elisha  Pettibone 

Wife  of  Elisha  Payne 

Ebenezer  Pike  and  His  Wife 

Wife  of  John  Pike 

Hiram  Pike  and  His  Wife 

Jared  Rexford 

John  Rexford 

Wife  of  Daniel  Rexford 

Stuben  Rexford 

WidowT  John  Rockwell 

Wife  of  Lemuel  Richardson 

Marcus  Rose  and  His  Wife 

Amoret  Rose 

Wife  of  John  Roberts 

Eli  Roberts 

Wife  of  Chauncey  Rice 
Ralzamond  Rust 
Truman  Rust 
Wife  of  John  Root 
Peleg  Shepard 
Clarrissa  Shepard 
Widow  of  Alvin  Squire 
Bela  Squire,  Jr. 

Seth  Squire 

Wife  of  Lyman  Slade 

William  Stillman  and  His  Wife 

Timothy  Tiffany,  Senior 

Deacon  Joel  Tiffany 

James  Tiffany 

Anne  Tiffany 

Levi  Tiffany  and  His  Wife 

Bela  Tiffany  and  His  Wife 

Wife  of  Timothy  Tiffany,  Jr. 

Romanta  Tuttle  and  His  Wife 

Deacon  Virgil  Taylor  and  His  Wife 

Widow  Whiting 

Louisa  Whiting 

Seldon  White 

Widow  Loditha  Wright 

Widow  Thomas  Wilder 

Thomas  Wilder  and  His  Wife 

Harriet  Wilder 

Widow  Lois  Wilcox 
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